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that this bill funds important 
projects—like the Lewis & Clark Re-
gional Water System—that will help 
provide communities with access to 
steady, reliable water sources. 

I am also pleased that this bill in-
vests in next-generation, high-energy 
physics research, including the Deep 
Underground Neutrino Experiment, 
which could revolutionize our under-
standing of some of the most funda-
mental elements of our universe. This 
funding demonstrates continued U.S. 
commitment to a project that will help 
train the next generation of scientists 
and engineers, retain and attract the 
best scientific minds to the United 
States, and garner additional invest-
ment from global partners. I am proud 
that South Dakota’s Sanford Under-
ground Research Facility will continue 
to play a leading role in this major 
international scientific effort. 

The Energy and Water appropriations 
bill passed the Senate Appropriations 
Committee with the unanimous—unan-
imous—support of Democrats and Re-
publicans with a 30-to-0 vote. I am hop-
ing it will receive the same strong bi-
partisan support on the Senate floor. 
This bill will boost our Nation’s energy 
security, making our economy more 
competitive, and promote energy inno-
vation. It will help us produce more 
and pay less for energy. 

This legislation is an important first 
step in our commitment to restore 
order to the appropriations process, 
and I look forward to consideration of 
additional appropriations bills on the 
Senate floor in the coming weeks. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RAPID CITY PO-
LICE DEPARTMENT AND THE 
PENNINGTON COUNTY SHERIFF’S 
OFFICE 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I wish to 
take a few minutes to talk about the 
two ride-alongs I was privileged to take 
with Rapid City, SD, law enforcement 
officers at the end of March. 

We live in a climate where police of-
ficers are often made to sound like 
criminals and criminals are often por-
trayed as victims. The result is, we for-
get about the real victims—the people 
who have suffered crimes or are forced 
to live in crime-ridden neighborhoods— 
and we forget about the work police of-
ficers do in making our communities 
places we can live. 

Three weeks ago, I got to meet with 
law enforcement officers from the 
Rapid City Police Department and the 
Pennington County Sheriff’s Office. 
After our meeting, I got to take a ride 
through Rapid Valley with Sheriff’s 
Deputy Brandon Akley and a ride 
through Rapid City with Rapid City 
Police Officer Jim Hansen. 

Not very long ago, some neighbor-
hoods in Rapid City had their share of 
challenges. Law enforcement officers 
frequently responded to drug and alco-
hol calls, abuse calls, domestic vio-
lence, break-ins, and other violent 
crimes. Imagine what it is like to live 

in a neighborhood like that. Coming 
home after dark is dangerous. It may 
not be safe for your children to play in 
the yard. It is certainly not safe to 
send them to the playground. Your 
children constantly see things no child 
should see and hear things no child 
should have to hear. Your property 
isn’t secure. Your car and your home 
are at risk all the time. There are no 
economic opportunities in your area 
because businesses don’t want to locate 
in areas where it is not safe to do busi-
ness. That is what life is like in some 
of these neighborhoods. In one instance 
in Rapid City, law enforcement officers 
responded to over 600 calls to one build-
ing over a period of a single year. 

By partnering with residents in im-
pacted neighborhoods, Rapid City law 
enforcement stepped in and conducted 
an aggressive, years-long campaign to 
rid this area of crime. Today, residents 
can let their children play outside 
without fear, and new economic oppor-
tunities are opening for residents as 
businesses move in. It is no exaggera-
tion to say that what these police offi-
cers did changed the lives of countless 
Rapid City residents. 

Every day, in every community in 
the United States, the men and women 
who make up our Nation’s police forces 
and sheriff’s departments put their 
lives on the line for the rest of us. They 
are first on the scene when someone is 
in danger, the first to come running 
when you call for help, and when evil 
threatens they step in. 

I am grateful to the men and women 
of the Rapid City Police Department, 
the Pennington County Sheriff’s Office, 
and to all the law enforcement officers 
keeping the peace in South Dakota and 
around the Nation. Because of their 
service, we can live in safety. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
FISCHER). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

f 

OKLAHOMA CITY BOMBING ANNI-
VERSARY AND NOMINATION OF 
MERRICK GARLAND 

Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I 
come to the Senate floor to once again 
urge my Republican colleagues to do 
what they are elected to do: listen to 
their constituents and give Judge Gar-
land the fair consideration he deserves. 

As some of my colleagues have al-
ready noted, today marks 21 years 
since the Oklahoma City bombing, an 
attack that shocked the world and 
took 168 innocent lives. I had the honor 
of meeting with an individual last 
week who was not only involved in the 
immediate aftermath of this terrible 
attack but who went above and beyond 

to make sure justice was served on be-
half of those who lost their lives. 

Judge Merrick Garland, the Presi-
dent’s nominee for the Supreme Court, 
was at the scene of the bombing within 
2 days. With debris from the Alfred P. 
Murrah Federal Building still smol-
dering in the streets, Judge Garland 
was helping first responders and work-
ing with local law enforcement. 

As a top official in the Justice De-
partment, he led a massive investiga-
tion of the bombing and supervised the 
prosecution of Timothy McVeigh. He 
did all of that, even if it meant more 
work and more time away from his 
family, with incredible delicacy and 
thoroughness. He called his work for 
the Justice Department following the 
Oklahoma City bombing the most im-
portant thing he has ever done in his 
life. 

As we remember those who were lost 
on that day in 1995, and in light of last 
week being National Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week, we remember how Judge 
Garland honored those victims with his 
dedicated service. Judge Garland not 
only did his job with a great deal of 
heart, working with families who had 
lost loved ones, but with the vigor to 
demand that justice be served. His fair-
ness and diligence earned him praise 
from Members of both parties, from 
victims’ families and law enforcement 
officers, and even from the lead lawyer 
defending McVeigh. 

A person like that, driven by the de-
sire to help people and serve the public, 
is someone who deserves fair consider-
ation by all of us in the U.S. Senate. 
Unfortunately, that is not what is hap-
pening right now. We are 66 days into 
the Supreme Court vacancy, and so far 
Republican leaders are still refusing to 
do their jobs. They will not say they 
are opposed to Judge Garland. They are 
refusing to even live up to their con-
stitutional responsibility and consider 
him. That kind of pure obstruction and 
partisanship is absolutely wrong. Peo-
ple across the country are not going to 
stand for that. 

Last week I met with Judge Garland 
and talked through his background, his 
experiences, his philosophy, his judi-
cial philosophy. What I found out—and 
it would be difficult for any right- 
minded person not to come to this con-
clusion after meeting with him—is that 
Judge Garland is highly passionate, he 
is highly respected, and highly quali-
fied to serve on the U.S. Supreme 
Court. 

I am very glad some Republicans 
have started meeting with him. That is 
a great first step, but it cannot be the 
last step. Families across this country 
deserve to hear from Judge Garland in 
a Judiciary Committee hearing, under 
oath, and in public, and then he should 
get a vote where every Senator will 
have the opportunity to do their job 
and weigh in. 

If any Member doesn’t think Judge 
Garland should serve on the highest 
Court in the land, they should feel free 
to vote against him, but give him a 
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